
Standard 7-7 The student will demonstrate an understanding of the significant 
political, economic, geographic, scientific, technological, and 
cultural changes and advancements that took place throughout the 
world from the beginning of the twentieth century to the present 
day.

7-7.5   Compare the social, economic, and political opportunities for women in various 
nations and societies around the world, including those in developing and 
industrialized nations and within societies dominated by particular religions.  (H, 
G, P, E)

Taxonomy Level:  B 2 Understand/Conceptual Knowledge

Previous/future knowledge:
In 5th grade, students summarized the political and social impact of World War II, 
including changes in women’s roles (5-4.5).  

In 8th grade, students will summarize the political, social, and economic situation in South 
Carolina following World War I, including progress in suffrage for women (8-6.3).

In US History, students will explain the causes and effects of social and cultural changes 
in postwar America, including the roles of women in American society (USHC-9.1). 
Students will also explain the movements for racial and gender equity and civil liberties, 
including their initial strategies, landmark court cases and legislation, the roles of key 
civil rights advocates, and the influence of the civil rights movement on other groups 
seeking ethnic and gender equity (USHC-9.5).

It is essential for students to know:
 Women throughout the world have gained social, economic, and political rights from the 
beginning of the twentieth century to the present day. Women played a significant role 
during World War I by working in factories and making war materials, while men were 
fighting in the war.  Because of their importance on the home front, the women’s suffrage 
movement  became stronger  and finally  achieved a  measure  of  success.   After  WWI, 
many countries around the world, including the United States and Great Britain, gave 
women the right to vote. Turkey, which was led by Mustafa Kemal, gave women the 
right to vote and allowed them to hold political office. By the 1920s, more women in 
democratic and industrialized nations were entering new professions, such as journalism 
and medicine.  Women were more active during World War II, serving on the homefront 
as well as in war theaters in medical and military capacities.  This trend, however, was 
reversed  with  the  end  of  the  war  and  the  return  of  the  troops  in  the  1950s.   The 
Communist counties such as China and the Soviet Union also provided women with more 
equality.   Both  countries  encouraged  women  to  work  outside  of  the  home,  and  the 
Chinese Communist Party also outlawed the practice of footbinding.  In the 1960s, the 
feminist movement gained strength, especially in the United States and women began to 
demand  equality  and  make  inroads  in  the  American  workforce.  Likewise,  these 
social/political inroads continued to grow on a worldwide basis throughout the 1970s to 
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the present.   There have been many women from various regions who have held top 
political positions in their countries, such as Indira Gandhi from India, Corazon Aquino 
from the Philippines,  Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from Myanmar,  Benazir  Bhutto,  from 
Pakistan,  and Margaret  Thatcher  from Great  Britain.  Even though women have been 
given more social, economic, and political opportunities, they still face discrimination in 
employment and salaries.  Women in Arab and Muslim lands and in many developing 
nations around the world have been denied education or have been victims of abuse.  The 
United Nations has sponsored many conferences that focused on women’s rights.  

 It is not essential for students to know specific female activists or specific legislation 
giving women equal rights.      

Assessment guidelines:  
The objective of this indicator is to compare opportunities for women in various nations 
and societies around the world; therefore, assessments should require students to identify 
social, economic, and political opportunities for women in developing and industrialized 
countries and within societies dominated by particular religions.  Furthermore, students 
should be able to explain why opportunities for women vary from country to country and 
the reasons for the differences.  They should also be able to explain why most of the 
gains made are relatively recent when compared to other historical developments.  
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